
Why Standards
Referenced
Grading?

A guide for USD 259 parents and families

WHY?

Why is Secondary going to
SRG?

Progress reports are less mysterious and have more
meaning
Parents are aware of exactly what their child
knows, is able to do, and next steps for progress
Parents know in what areas their child needs more
support
Parents are empowered to increase their child's
confidence and help their student set goals

How

How is it different than
what we are used to?

WHAT

What is this new system?

Score

What do I see
in Parent Vue?

Math

The Calculations
For every assessment given to your child,
there is a standard attached to it. Once
three assessments have been entered for
your child, Power Law will be used to give
the student an overall score for the
standard.

Traditionally, many elements are combined to
determine your child’s grade – test scores,
quizzes, completed homework, classroom
participation, coming to school on time, extra
credit – then, the average of the quarter or
semester’s work equates into a percentage for a
grade.

Standards-referenced grading separates those
elements. Parents will be able to see specifically if
their child needs help with an academic concept,
or if he or she can’t remember to turn in
homework.

Standards-referenced grading measures a
student’s mastery of grade-level standards by
prioritizing the most recent, consistent level of
performance.
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Power
Law

The Power Law score is
the model’s prediction

of the student’s true
understanding at the

end of the
assessments.

What is the ?

R e m e m b e r !

The Power Law only
applies to each

individual standards
grade IF there are 3 or

more assignments. 

To get the overall class
grade see below.

The students
will have the
semester for

secondary and
the year for

elementary, to
meet the
content

standards

How much time
will a student
have to meet
the standards
assigned?

TIP

MATH

Cont. Calculations in
Parent Vue

Once each standard has an overall score all
those scores are averaged to give the student their
class score. 

Standards scores are
averaged

To get the overall class

grade.

SKILLS

What are employability
skills?

Employability skills scales articulate a learning
progression toward a set of learning goals required for
our students to be successful in school and in life. They
allow teachers to consider behavior separate from
academics, providing an additional window into the
learning process that is often hidden in traditional
grading and reporting.

Employability skills scales are a systematic tool we can
use to transparently plan, teach, and measure each
student’s social emotional growth and work habits.

Teachers will assess and record student performance on
required scales based on the observed evidence in the
classroom. Similar to academic scales, best practices
would suggest that teachers have multiple pieces of
evidence to support their rating recorded in the
gradebook.

What are employability
skills? 

Once each standard has an overall score all the
standards scores are averaged to give the student
their class score. 

The skills are not calculated

into the final score

SKILLS

What about my child with
an IEP or 504?

SPED

Will exceptional learners use
proficiency scales?

Yes. It is an expectation that all
students are learning
standards for their grade level;
therefore, most students,
regardless of exceptionalities,
will use scales with targeted
standards at their grade level.
Some students will use scales
from grade levels above and/or
below if such modifications are
determined necessary.

How will exceptional learners
be graded when using SRG?

Teachers will assess all
students according to their
mastery of the standards and
work to provide
accommodations and
modifications for students as
necessary for students to
succeed. It will be important
for teachers, students, and
families to understand the
progression of learning toward
mastery of standards.

What about my child with
an IEP or 504?

SPED

What if students are currently working on standards/skills at a
different grade level? How are proficiency scales and standards-
referenced learning used?

Progress for students in a specific grade level will be reported on the
grade level progress report consisting of the standards associated
with that grade level. If students are working on standards/scales
from a different grade level, teachers will need to communicate
progress on those standards via other resources separate from the
grade level progress report.

What is an accommodation
vs modification?

SPED

What is the difference between accommodations and
modifications?

Accommodations are supports put in place to help students achieve
grade level expectations. They do not change the level of
expectations for students. They simply allow students to
demonstrate their proficiency in a manner that is best for them. They
do not result in lower/higher expectations and they do not require a
different grading system. An example often used is that of wearing
glasses. This is an accommodation, but most of us would not think of
lowering expectations or a grade because a student wears glasses. 

Modifications, however, DO CHANGE the level of expectations for
students. Modifications shift expectations either up or down from
the grade level expectations.

Thank you Jake Johnston for the Power Law information!
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https://youtu.be/v43yv4Q61o0
https://youtu.be/2Bl_EmaZTII

